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RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

OCT 1 1 2006 

PATENT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In the PATENT APPLICATION of: 

Pritchard et al. 

Application No.: 10/666,471 

Confirmation No.: 8870 

Filed: September 19, 2003 

For: METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR 
PRODUCING FUSED TUBE ON BAG AND 
BAG PRODUCED THEREBY 

Group: 1761 

Examiner: Steven L. Weinstein 

REPLY PURSUANT TO 87 C.F.R. §1.111 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

This Reply is being timely filed in response to the Office Action dated 
September 11, 2006. 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-67 are currently pending in this application. The Examiner has 
taken the position that the pending claims are drawn to the following distinct 
inventions pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 121: 

Group I ; claims 1-36 and 47-67, drawn to an apparatus and method for 
attaching a tube to a bag, classified in class 156, subclass 556; 
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